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A priest and pastor from the local parishes are standing by the side of the road holding up a 

sign that reads, "The End is Near! Turn yourself around now before it's too late!" They planned to hold 

up the sign to each passing car. "Leave us alone you religious nuts!" yelled the first driver as he sped 

by. Then from around the curve, they heard screeching tires and a big splash. "Do you think," said one 

clergy to the other, "we should just put up a sign that says, 'Bridge Out' instead?" 

The clergy had good intentions of sharing what they knew with others. How willing are you to 

live and share the message we heard in today’s scripture readings? The message underscores the words 

we hear every year on Ash Wednesday. 

"Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return." And "Repent and believe in the 

Gospel." 

Today St. Paul draws an analogy with Israel in the wilderness. He points out from the Exodus 

story types of two major Christian sacraments, of baptism and the Eucharist. In the Exodus story the 

children of Israel were baptized when they passed through the cloud and through the Red Sea, and they 

were nourished in the wilderness with spiritual food and drink, by the manna and the water from the 

rock. However, St. Paul also tells us that even with the sacraments there is no guarantee of salvation. 

St. Paul warned the Corinthians about overconfidence in their status as Christians. He reminded 

the Corinthians that though most of the Israelites who wandered in the desert, who were baptized in the 

water of the sea and were fed with the bread from heaven and water from the rock, these saving events 

were of no avail for most of the people of that generation. They died before the journey was over, as a 

consequence of their infidelities. 

St. Paul pointed out to the Corinthians, if they followed the example of the murmuring 

generation of Israel, they too would lose God’s favor. 

This is a serious message for us too. We must beware of having a false sense of security of our 

salvation. In the wilderness the Israelites were lulled into a false sense of security, and the Corinthians 

were lulled into a false sense of security by their possession of the sacraments. We must not be 

overconfident or complacent Christians. 

The Israelites had to demonstrate their fidelity again and again, just as we must too. Today’s 

scriptures shows that the doctrine of “once saved always saved”, taught in some Christian communities 

is not scriptural. 

In addition to false security, we can also risk not being prepared. Jesus insists, repent less you 

suffer the same fate. 
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Like St. Paul’s words today, Jesus’ words and parable in today’s Gospel are a solemn warning 

to us. If we do not reform, if we do not turn away from our sins, if we do not repent and bear the fruits 

of repentance in our lives, we will die, not physically, but spiritually, which is much worse. 

The parable of the fruitless fig tree should give us both hope and fear. Hope for the second 

chances that God gives us throughout our lives and fear that these second chances will not last forever. 

We don’t know whether we have a decade, or a day left in this world, but we do know that 

there must come a time when our time is up. “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall 

return.” 

The time for bearing fruit is now, today! Nothing is more important than to have that life within 

you, the seed God planted in your soul alive and growing, growing more and more, not less and less. 

Would you want fruitless plants in your garden? No, and God doesn’t either. And our actions, the fruit 

of our love, will be abundant when joined with prayer. 

In his teaching today, Jesus draws on current events of the time. He explains that the causes of 

two recent tragic events should not be attributed to the people who died in the events. These events, in 

their way, were a call to repentance. In our own time, think of the events like September 11 and the 

current war in Ukraine, tragic events not to be attributed to the people who died, but a call to 

repentance. 

Today’s scripture message is to be lived and shared with others. 

Consider this: you have died, and you are in line for the final judgement. The line is moving 

slow, and you get a little nervous, but then you feel a little more at ease, because you remember that 

during your life you learned your faith, followed the commandments pretty well, and went to 

confession when you didn’t. Then your name is called. Your name is found in the book, and you’re 

directed to a door that leads to a place that looks and sounds beautiful.  

And just before you enter the door, you hear a familiar name called. Someone you knew for 

years. Someone you worked with or lived near. Maybe you haven’t seen them in years or maybe its 

only been a few weeks. But someone you never spoke to about your faith. Because you didn’t want to 

impose your beliefs on them. You didn’t want to risk offending them. You certainly didn’t mention 

repentance. So, you look back waiting for their name to be found in the book. 

But their name wasn’t found in the book, and you see them directed to the other door, a door 

that leads to an awful looking and sounding place. Your friend sees you and calls out to you. Why are 

you going there, and I am going here?!? Why didn’t you ever tell me what you knew? 


